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Who Was Alexander Hamilton
An introduction to the life and work of Alexander Hamilton, one of America's Founding
Fathers. Activities includes All about Hamilton crossword puzzle.
A graphic novel biography of the American legend who inspired the hit Broadway
musical Hamilton. Alexander Hamilton was one of the most influential figures in United
States history—he fought in the Revolutionary War, helped develop the Constitution, and
as the first Secretary of the Treasury established landmark economic policy that we still
use today. Cut down by a bullet from political rival Aaron Burr, Hamilton has since been
immortalized alongside other Founding Fathers such as George Washington and
Thomas Jefferson—his likeness even appears on the ten-dollar bill. In this fullyillustrated and impeccably researched graphic novel-style history, author Jonathan
Hennessey and comic book illustrator Justin Greenwood bring Alexander Hamilton’s
world to life, telling the story of this improbable hero who helped shape the United
States of America.
"Knott observes that Thomas Jefferson and his followers, and, later, Andrew Jackson
and his adherents, tended to view Hamilton and his principles as "un-American." While
his policies generated mistrust in the South and the West, where he is still seen as the
founding plutocrat, Hamilton was revered in New England and parts of the mid-Atlantic
states. Hamilton's image as a champion of American nationalism caused his reputation
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to soar during the Civil War, at least in the North. However, in the wake of Gilded Age
excesses, progressive and populist political leaders branded Hamilton as the patron
saint of Wall Street, and his reputation began to disintegrate."--BOOK JACKET.
Genesis -- Exodus -- Revolution -- New York -- Constitutions -- Statesmanship -Church and State -- Law and Politics.
The Reynolds Pamphlet (1797) is an essay by Alexander Hamilton. Written while
Hamilton was serving as Secretary of the Treasury, the Pamphlet was intended as a
defense against accusations that Hamilton had conspired with James Reynolds to
misuse funds meant to cover unpaid wages to Revolutionary War veterans. Admitting to
an affair with Maria, Reynolds’ wife, Hamilton claims that the accusation is nothing
more than an attempt at blackmail. This revelation not only endangered Hamilton’s
career as a public figure, but constituted perhaps the earliest sex scandal in American
history. >“The bare perusal of the letters from Reynolds and his wife is sufficient to
convince my greatest enemy that there is nothing worse in the affair than an irregular
and indelicate amour. For this, I bow to the just censure which it merits. I have paid
pretty severely for the folly and can never recollect it without disgust and self
condemnation. It might seem affectation to say more.” Accused of corruption in his role
as Secretary of the Treasury, Alexander Hamilton was forced to confess his adultery,
bringing shame to himself as a married man and supposedly honorable public figure,
yet saving his political career in the process. Looking back on his affair with Maria
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Reynolds from a distance of five years, Hamilton expresses regret for his foolishness,
yet wholeheartedly denies her husband’s accusation that he had been involved in his
scheme to misuse government funds. Perhaps the first sex scandal in American history,
the Reynolds affair sent shockwaves throughout the burgeoning republic, leaving many
to question the motives and character of their leaders for the first time, though certainly
not the last. With a beautifully designed cover and professionally typeset manuscript,
this edition of Alexander Hamilton’s Reynolds Pamphlet is a classic of American
literature reimagined for modern readers.
Alexander Hamilton: AmericaOCOs Forgotten Founder describes the character and
achievements of a man who was instrumental in casting the form of our government
and especially its strong financial structure. His financial innovations renewed the public
credit when war debts threatened to swamp the fledgling economy, provided a stable
currency system and established a federal revenue system. Hamilton s involvement in
the foreign affairs of the new republic assured its unity, sovereignty and rapid economic
growth. Born in the West Indies, Alexander Hamilton migrated to America when he was
fifteen years old, at a time when Colonial America was torn by political unrest with
Great Britain. He served in the Revolution as General Washington s chief aide-de-camp
and as an officer in combat units. He was a persuasive presence in the Constitutional
Convention and helped to lead the subsequent ratification process. Hamilton was a
proponent for a strong central government, believing that its direct influence over the
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people would strengthen the unity of the country. As Secretary of the Treasury, he
understood that a strong financial system was essential to provide credibility and
economic growth to the new republic. He based his financial plan on the consolidation
of the national debt and the adoption of a taxation system to service and retire that
debt. He promoted the chartering of the Bank of the United States as the keystone to
his financial plan. Arguably the Father of Federalism, Hamilton gave more to the
structure and process of the United States government then any other single individual.
His opponents, principally the Jeffersonian Republicans, argued for greater sovereignty
for state governments and sought to diminish the role of wealth in structuring and
operating the financial systems of the country. When it came, the Civil War vindicated
Hamilton s politics over Jefferson s view of a more tenuous and tentative union. He
authored the lion s share of The Federalist Papers, writings which remain an important
guide to the meaning and the intended function of the Constitution today. Regrettably,
the hostility of his political opponents has transcended the country s recognition of the
debt owed to this man. This work introduces the general reader to some of the
challenges and controversies of the early days of the Republic and highlights Hamilton
s brilliant contributions to US policy and structure. Hamilton promoted a vigorous
national government to create a strong and unified country out of a mixed bag of 13
sovereign states. This book was written for the broad cross-section of American
readers, particularly those who, while not having an abiding interest in history, would
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welcome an interestingly written, brief history of Hamilton s life and the great events
surrounding the founding of the nation. The book is also suited for high school and
college-level students of US history. Most Americans today have little understanding of
the character, the life and accomplishments of Alexander Hamilton, an extraordinary
man by any account and an extraordinary American. The current work intends to make
his life and accomplishments accessible to a broader public."
A provocative and penetrating investigation into the rivalry between Alexander Hamilton
and Aaron Burr, whose infamous duel left the Founding Father dead and turned a
sitting Vice President into a fugitive. In the summer of 1804, two of America’s most
eminent statesmen squared off, pistols raised, on a bluff along the Hudson River. Why
would two such men risk not only their lives but the stability of the young country they
helped forge? In War of Two, John Sedgwick explores the long-standing conflict
between Founding Father Alexander Hamilton and Vice President Aaron Burr. Matching
each other’s ambition and skill as lawyers in New York, they later battled for power
along political fault lines that would decide—and define—the future of the United States.
A series of letters between Burr and Hamilton suggests the duel was fought over an
unflattering comment made at a dinner party. But another letter, written by Hamilton the
night before the event, provides critical insight into his true motivation. It was addressed
to former Speaker of the House Theodore Sedgwick, a trusted friend of both men, and
the author’s own ancestor. John Sedgwick suggests that Hamilton saw Burr not merely
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as a personal rival but as a threat to the nation. It was a fear that would prove justified
after Hamilton’s death... INCLUDES COLOR IMAGES AND ILLUSTRATIONS
Meet Alexander Hamilton. He grew up without a father and lost his mother when he
was just 13. Yet through hard work and perseverance, Alexander Hamilton became a
successful statesman. In fact, he was one of America's most influential Founding
Fathers
“A treasure trove for financial and public policy geeks . . . will also help lay readers go
beyond the hit musical in understanding Hamilton’s lasting significance.” —Publishers
Weekly While serving as the first treasury secretary from 1789 to 1795, Alexander
Hamilton engineered a financial revolution. He established the treasury debt market,
the dollar, and a central bank, while strategically prompting private entrepreneurs to
establish securities markets and stock exchanges and encouraging state governments
to charter a number of commercial banks and other business corporations. Yet despite
a recent surge of interest in Hamilton, US financial modernization has not been fully
recognized as one of his greatest achievements. This book traces the development of
Hamilton’s financial thinking, policies, and actions through a selection of his writings.
Financial historians and Hamilton experts Richard Sylla and David J. Cowen provide
commentary that demonstrates the impact Hamilton had on the modern economic
system, guiding readers through Hamilton’s distinguished career. It showcases
Hamilton’s thoughts on the nation’s founding, the need for a strong central
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government, problems such as a depreciating paper currency and weak public credit,
and the architecture of the financial system. His great state papers on public credit, the
national bank, the mint, and manufactures instructed reform of the nation’s finances
and jumpstarted economic growth. Hamilton practiced what he preached: he played a
key role in the founding of three banks and a manufacturing corporation—and his deft
political maneuvering and economic savvy saved the fledgling republic’s economy
during the country’s first full-blown financial crisis in 1792. “A fascinating examination
of Hamiltonian economics.” —The Washington Times
The #1 New York Times bestseller, and the inspiration for the hit Broadway musical
Hamilton! Pulitzer Prize-winning author Ron Chernow presents a landmark biography of
Alexander Hamilton, the Founding Father who galvanized, inspired, scandalized, and
shaped the newborn nation. "Grand-scale biography at its best—thorough, insightful,
consistently fair, and superbly written . . . A genuinely great book." —David McCullough
“A robust full-length portrait, in my view the best ever written, of the most brilliant,
charismatic and dangerous founder of them all." —Joseph Ellis Few figures in American
history have been more hotly debated or more grossly misunderstood than Alexander
Hamilton. Chernow’s biography gives Hamilton his due and sets the record straight,
deftly illustrating that the political and economic greatness of today’s America is the
result of Hamilton’s countless sacrifices to champion ideas that were often wildly
disputed during his time. “To repudiate his legacy,” Chernow writes, “is, in many ways,
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to repudiate the modern world.” Chernow here recounts Hamilton’s turbulent life: an
illegitimate, largely self-taught orphan from the Caribbean, he came out of nowhere to
take America by storm, rising to become George Washington’s aide-de-camp in the
Continental Army, coauthoring The Federalist Papers, founding the Bank of New York,
leading the Federalist Party, and becoming the first Treasury Secretary of the United
States.Historians have long told the story of America’s birth as the triumph of
Jefferson’s democratic ideals over the aristocratic intentions of Hamilton. Chernow
presents an entirely different man, whose legendary ambitions were motivated not
merely by self-interest but by passionate patriotism and a stubborn will to build the
foundations of American prosperity and power. His is a Hamilton far more human than
we’ve encountered before—from his shame about his birth to his fiery aspirations, from
his intimate relationships with childhood friends to his titanic feuds with Jefferson,
Madison, Adams, Monroe, and Burr, and from his highly public affair with Maria
Reynolds to his loving marriage to his loyal wife Eliza. And never before has there been
a more vivid account of Hamilton’s famous and mysterious death in a duel with Aaron
Burr in July of 1804. Chernow’s biography is not just a portrait of Hamilton, but the
story of America’s birth seen through its most central figure. At a critical time to look
back to our roots, Alexander Hamilton will remind readers of the purpose of our
institutions and our heritage as Americans. 9780143034759
The America that Alexander Hamilton knew was largely agricultural and built on slave
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labor. He envisioned something else: a multi-racial, urbanized, capitalistic America with
a strong central government. He believed that such an America would be a land of
opportunity for the poor and the newcomers. But Hamilton’s vision put him at odds with
his archrivals who envisioned a pastoral America of small towns, where governments
were local, states would control their own destiny, and the federal government would
remain small and weak. The disputes that arose during America’s first decades
continued through American history to our present day. Over time, because of the
systems Hamilton set up and the ideas he left, his vision won out. Here is the story that
epitomizes the American dream—a poor immigrant who made good in America. In the
end, Hamilton rose from poverty through his intelligence and ability, and did more to
shape our country than any of his contemporaries. Related subjects and concepts
discussed in the book include: Law and Legal Concepts Due process Bill of Rights
Freedom of Speech and the Press Originalism / nonoriginalism (theories of
Constitutional interpretation) Government Checks and Balances Democracy Electoral
College Republic Financial Concepts Capitalism Credit Inflation Interest Mercantilism
Securities: Stocks and Bonds Tariffs Taxes Miscellaneous Demagogues Dueling
Pastoralism About the Series The Making of America series traces the constitutional
history of the United States through overlapping biographies of American men and
women. The debates that raged when our nation was founded have been argued ever
since: How should the Constitution be interpreted? What is the meaning, and where are
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the limits of personal liberty? What is the proper role of the federal government? Who
should be included in “we the people”? Each biography in the series tells the story of
an American leader who helped shape the United States of today.
An acclaimed biographer writes the remarkable story of Alexander Hamilton, one of
America's most influential and fascinating founding fathers, and his untimely death in a
duel with Aaron Burr.
A history of the Dutch role in the establishment of Manhattan discusses the rivalry
between England and the Dutch Republic, focusing on the power struggle between
Holland governor Peter Stuyvesant and politician Adriaen van der Donck that shaped
New York's culture and social freedoms. Reprint. 50,000 first printing.
Alexander Hamilton did not rise to public prominence as an austere New Englander or
a gentlemanly Virginian. He was not born in the colonies at all. He was born in the West
Indies, the son of a woman of French descent who had left her husband for another
man. As an illegitimate child, Hamilton could not be educated in the local church school,
so businessmen, impressed by his remarkable intelligence, sent him to America for his
schooling. The American Revolution would interrupt his vacation but accelerate his
promotion to the national stage from his service as George Washington’s aide-decamp to his position as the new nation’s first Secretary of the Treasury. Hamilton
understood money and knew that for the nation to thrive, it had to become financially
strong, a stance which brought him into contention with other Founding Fathers who
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distrusted his enthusiasm for a strong central government. Inside you will read about… ?
Hamilton Rises ? The Patriotic Prodigy ? Hamilton the Politician and Puller of Strings ?
Washington’s Man at the Treasury ? The Reynolds Affair ? Back to New York ?
Hamilton and Burr: The Final Chapter His extramarital affair with a married woman
brought his public career to a conclusion but he continued to involve himself in political
intrigue. It was his role in a contested election that brought him to a duel with Aaron
Burr, the shadowy character in American history. Scandal and death cannot overpower
the mighty role he played in building the United States of America.
Alexander Hamilton: Founding Father is the story of one of America's great founding
fathers, Alexander Hamilton. The book is a detailed account of this very important but
controversial figure in American history. The story is a "classic rags to riches" one and
begins with his childhood in the British West Indies. Though his life is filled with tragedy
and he is very poor, Hamilton manages to distinguish himself through his writing and
his business skills. Eventually, he leaves the West Indies and immigrates to North
America where he receives a first rate education. Later, he becomes a hero in the
Revolutionary War and is appointed to be General George Washington's right hand
man. Because of his service to Washington, Hamilton becomes the Secretary of the
Treasury when Washington is elected President. As a member of the new government,
Hamilton makes significant contributions including setting up a banking system and a
currency system which are still used today. He also plays a major role in the ratification
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of the United States Constitution. While Alexander Hamilton: Founding Father primarily
focuses on Hamilton's great contributions, it also presents his dark side. Though
Hamilton married a wealthy woman and became a member of the aristocracy, he was
also involved in a scandalous affair and ultimately died in a duel defending his honor.
A dramatic re-evaluation of the founding of the United States and the history of
capitalism. In retelling the story of the radical Alexander Hamilton, Parenti rewrites the
history early America and global economic history writ large. For much of the twentieth
century, Hamilton-sometimes seen as the bad boy of the founding fathers or portrayed
as the patron saint of bankers-was out of fashion. In contrast his rival Thomas
Jefferson, the patrician democrat and slave owner who feared government overreach,
was claimed by all. But more recently, Hamilton has become a subject of serious
interest again. He was a contradictory mix: a tough soldier, austere workaholic,
exacting bureaucrat, yet also a sexual libertine, and a glory-obsessed romantic with
suicidal tendencies. As Parenti argues, we have yet to fully appreciate Hamilton as the
primary architect of American capitalism and the developmental state. In exploring his
life and work, Parenti rediscovers this gadfly as a path breaking political thinker and
institution builder. In this vivid historical portrait, Hamilton emerges as a singularly
important historical figure: a thinker and politico who laid the foundation for America's
ascent to global supremacy-for better or worse.
Devoted to the whole of Hamilton’s political writing, this accessible and teachable analysis
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makes clear the enormous influence Hamilton had on the development of American political
and economic institutions and policies.
A leveled Reader based on an episode from the PBS KIDS animated television series Xavier
Riddle and the Secret Museum starring Alexander Hamilton. Based on the children's book
series Ordinary People Change the Worldby New York Times bestselling author Brad Meltzer
and illustrator Christopher Eliopoulos, the series will introduce kids to inspiring historical figures
and the character virtues that helped them succeed. It's time for Yadina to start first grade, but
she's really nervous. Alexander Hamilton helps her realize that new adventures can be
exciting. This episode-based Penguin Young Reader is perfect for emerging readers!
Though a renowned Founding Father, Alexander Hamilton's fame has recently received a
boost from the hit musical Hamilton. He was chosen as the subject of that work because of his
extraordinary biography. He was raised by a single mother in the Caribbean, volunteered to be
a soldier in the American Revolution, rose to become the U.S. Secretary of the Treasury, and
tragically killed in a duel with Aaron Burr. This accessible book presents Hamilton's life story to
young readers through engaging text and includes surprising facts, relevant quotes from
Hamilton himself, and striking historical images.
Presents an introduction to the life and achievements of Alexander Hamilton, including his
early years as an orphan in the West Indies, his role in the Revolutionary War and his
contributions as America's first secretary of the treasury.
An acclaimed biographer presents the remarkable story of Alexander Hamilton, one of
America's most influential and fascinating Founding Fathers, and his untimely death in a duel
with Aaron Burr. Reprint.
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From his less than auspicious start in 1755 on the Caribbean Island of Nevis to his untimely
death in a duel with his old enemy Aaron Burr in 1804, Alexander Hamilton, despite his short
life, left a huge legacy. Orphaned at thirteen and apprenticed in a counting house, Hamilton
learned principles of business that helped him create the American financial system and invent
the modern corporation. But first the staunch, intrepid Hamilton served in the American
Revolution, acting as General Washington’s spymaster. Forging a successful legal career,
Hamilton coauthored the Federalist Papers and plunged into politics. Irresistibly attractive, he
was a man of many gifts, but he could be arrogant and at times a poor judge of character. In
this meticulously researched, illuminating, and lively account, Willard Sterne Randall explores
Hamilton’s life—his illegitimate birth, little-known military activities, political and diplomatic
intrigues, and scandalous affairs—and its indelible impact on modern America.
Revolutionary War officer, co-author of the Federalist Papers, our first Treasury Secretary,
Thomas Jefferson’s nemesis, and victim of a fatal duel with Aaron Burr: Alexander Hamilton
has been the focus of debate from his day to ours. On the one hand, Hamilton was the
quintessential Founding Father, playing a central role in every key debate and event in the
Revolutionary and Early Republic eras. On the other hand, he has received far less popular
and scholarly attention than his brethren. Who was he really and what is his legacy? Scholars
have long disagreed. Was Hamilton a closet monarchist or a sincere republican? A victim of
partisan politics or one of its most active promoters? A lackey for British interests or a foreign
policy mastermind? The Many Faces of Alexander Hamilton addresses these and other
perennial questions. Leading Hamilton scholars, both historians and political scientists alike,
present fresh evidence and new, sometimes competing, interpretations of the man, his
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thought, and the legacy he has had on America and the world.
How the extraordinary patriot made soaring accomplishments but then met his devastating
end, the life of Alexander Hamilton for picture book readers. From his youth in the Caribbean to
his immigration to New York City, this picture book covers the highlights of Alexander
Hamilton's legacy, including his part in the American revolution, his influence on the monetary
system we still use today, and his tragic death. Matt Collin's hyperrealistic art style will
transport readers right alongside Hamilton, while David A. Adler deftly chronicles pivotal
moments in the Founding Father's short but hugely influential life. A timeline of important
events is included. For almost thirty years, David Adler's Picture Book Biography series has
profiled famous people who changed the world. Colorful, kid-friendly illustrations combine with
Adler's "expert mixtures of facts and personality" (Booklist) to introduce young readers to
history through compelling biographies of presidents, heroes, inventors, explorers, and
adventurers. These books are ideal for first and second graders interested in history, or who
need reliable sources for school book reports.

The history of Alexander Hamilton's legal career and how he had a unique and
formative influence over the development of American law at both the state and
federal levels. The book explores both Hamilton's legal practice, as well as how
early republican jurists adapted Hamiltonian legal principles into a distinctly
American, republican jurisprudence throughout the nineteenth century.
Even though Alexander Hamilton was among the most important Founding
Fathers, less is known about his early life than that of any other major Founder.
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Relatively few records have been found regarding Hamilton’s birth, childhood,
and origins in the West Indies. Alexander Hamilton “rarely . . . dwelt upon his
personal history” and never recorded his life’s story. Most of Hamilton’s
correspondence prior to 1777 was lost during the American Revolution. This has
resulted in many gaps in Alexander Hamilton’s biography, which has given rise
to much conjecture regarding the details of his life. Relying on new research and
extensive analysis of the existing literature, Michael E. Newton presents a more
comprehensive and accurate account of Alexander Hamilton’s formative years.
Despite being orphaned as a young boy and having his birth be “the subject of
the most humiliating criticism,” Alexander Hamilton used his intelligence,
determination, and charisma to overcome his questionable origins and desperate
situation. As a mere child, Hamilton went to work for a West Indian mercantile
company. Within a few short years, Hamilton was managing the firm’s St. Croix
operations. Gaining the attention of the island’s leading men, Hamilton was sent
to mainland North America for an education, where he immediately fell in with the
country’s leading patriots. After using his pen to defend the civil liberties of the
Americans against British infringements, Hamilton took up arms in the defense of
those rights. Earning distinction in the campaign of 1776–77 at the head of an
artillery company, Hamilton attracted the attention of General George
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Washington, who made him his aide-de-camp. Alexander Hamilton was soon
writing some of Washington’s most important correspondence, advising the
commander-in-chief on crucial military and political matters, carrying out urgent
missions, conferring with French allies, negotiating with the British, and helping
Washington manage his spy network. As Washington later attested, Hamilton
had become his “principal and most confidential aid.” After serving the
commander-in-chief for four years, Hamilton was given a field command and led
the assault on Redoubt Ten at Yorktown, the critical engagement in the decisive
battle of the War for Independence. By the age of just twenty-five, Alexander
Hamilton had proven himself to be one of the most intelligent, brave, hardworking, and patriotic Americans. Alexander Hamilton: The Formative Years tells
the dramatic story of how this poor immigrant emerged from obscurity and
transformed himself into the most remarkable Founding Father. In riveting detail,
Michael E. Newton delivers a fresh and fascinating account of Alexander
Hamilton’s origins, youth, and indispensable services during the American
Revolution.
A spellbinding history of the epic rivalry that shaped our republic: Thomas
Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, and their competing visions for America.
Alexander Hamilton is one of the least understood, most important, and most
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impassioned and inspiring of the founding fathers. At last Hamilton has found a
modern biographer who can bring him to full-blooded life; Richard Brookhiser. In
these pages, Alexander Hamilton sheds his skewed image as the "bastard brat of
a Scotch peddler," sex scandal survivor, and notoriously doomed dueling partner
of Aaron Burr. Examined up close, throughout his meteoric and ever-fascinating
(if tragically brief) life, Hamilton can at last be seen as one of the most crucial of
the founders. Here, thanks to Brookhiser's accustomed wit and grace, this
quintessential American lives again.
Find out more about this famous Founding Father! With his face on the ten-dollar
bill and an award-winning musical about his life, it's clear that Alexander
Hamilton's story is one worth telling. Despite feeling like an outsider, Hamilton
fought hard to form a united nation with a strong central government--and many
of his ideas are still relevant today! With this illustrated leveled reader, kids can
learn more about the man who, in many ways, was a true American hero.
Discover the life of Alexander Hamilton--a story about working hard, blazing
trails, and fighting for freedom Alexander Hamilton became one of the most
important Founding Fathers in American history. He helped win the Revolutionary
War against England and invented our nation's first banking system. Before that,
he was a playful kid who loved to write and believed in hard work. Born on a
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Caribbean island, Alexander overcame many hardships to come to America and
earn a name for himself. Explore how Alexander Hamilton went from being a
young immigrant boy with strong values to a celebrated American leader and
icon. This Alexander Hamilton chapter book for kids ages 6-8 includes: Helpful
definitions--Discover a glossary with easy-to-understand definitions for the more
advanced words and ideas in the book. His lasting legacy--Learn how Alexander
shaped the world for future generations--including you! Test your
knowledge--Take a quick quiz at the end of the book to make sure you
understand the Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How of Alexander's life.
How will Alexander Hamilton's remarkable story inspire you?
Complex, passionate, brilliant, flawed—Alexander Hamilton comes alive in this
exciting biography. He was born out of wedlock on a small island in the West
Indies and orphaned as a teenager. From those inauspicious circumstances, he
rose to a position of power and influence in colonial America. Discover this
founding father's incredible true story: his brilliant scholarship and military career;
his groundbreaking and enduring policy, which shapes American government
today; his salacious and scandalous personal life; his heartrending end. Richly
informed by Hamilton's own writing, with archival artwork and new illustrations,
this is an in-depth biography of an extraordinary man.
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Who Was Alexander Hamilton?Penguin
Alexander Hamilton, born in the British West Indies, was an outsider from the very beginning.
His illegitimate birth drove him to prove his worthiness to others throughout his life. His quest
for honor was one of the defining characteristics that colored his decisions. Hamilton was a
small man with a large ambition, and this would drive him to greatness and create some
powerful enemies in his wake. Alexander Hamilton's life was not without its share of tragedy.
Before his fifteenth birthday, his father had abandoned the family and his mother had died of
yellow fever. Luckily for young Alexander, a group of benefactors realized his potential and
paid to have him sent to the British colony, America, for an education. After serving as General
Washington's aide-de-camp during the Revolutionary War, Hamilton returned to his law
practice and soon entered politics. In 1787, he would help draft the Constitution of the United
States and then write a series of critical essays, called the Federalist Papers, which were key
to ratification of the Constitution. Hamilton's position on the role of government was for a strong
Federal government. President Washington nominated Hamilton to become the first Secretary
of the Treasury. During his tenure as Secretary of the Treasury, he set the nation on a sound
fiscal footing, established the first national bank, and a mint to produce coinage. Hamilton was
a master of setting up institutions within the government and making bitter enemies of powerful
men, such as John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and Aaron Burr. One of Hamilton's political
rivalries would turn very personal as Aaron Burr, the sitting Vice President of the United States,
was seeking retaliation for Hamilton's disparaging remarks. Hamilton's honor would not let him
decline Burr's challenge to a duel. The outcome of the duel was fatal for Alexander Hamilton dead at age forty-nine, leaving behind a wife, seven living children, and a legacy that would
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survive the centuries Spend some time with this distinguished American and buy the book,
Alexander Hamilton - A Short Biography. 30 Minute Book Series Welcome to the ninth book in
the 30 Minute Book Series. Each book in the series is fast-paced, well-written, accurate, and
covers the story in as much detail as a short book allows. In less than an hour, you can read or
listen to the book; it is a perfect companion for a lunch hour or a nice distraction for a train ride
home from work. About the Author Doug West is a retired engineer, small business owner, and
an experienced non-fiction writer with several books to his credit. His writing interests are
general, with special expertise in science, biographies, and "How To" topics. Doug has a Ph.D.
in General Engineering from Oklahoma State University.
Classic Books Library presents this brand new edition of “The Federalist Papers”, a collection
of separate essays and articles compiled in 1788 by Alexander Hamilton. Following the United
States Declaration of Independence in 1776, the governing doctrines and policies of the States
lacked cohesion. “The Federalist”, as it was previously known, was constructed by American
statesman Alexander Hamilton, and was intended to catalyse the ratification of the United
States Constitution. Hamilton recruited fellow statesmen James Madison Jr., and John Jay to
write papers for the compendium, and the three are known as some of the Founding Fathers of
the United States. Alexander Hamilton (c. 1755–1804) was an American lawyer, journalist and
highly influential government official. He also served as a Senior Officer in the Army between
1799-1800 and founded the Federalist Party, the system that governed the nation’s finances.
His contributions to the Constitution and leadership made a significant and lasting impact on
the early development of the nation of the United States.
Readers will learn the story of the "ten-dollar Founding Father" who inspiredthe smash
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Broadway musical "Hamilton." Illustrations.
Added title pages, engraved."The collector's Federal edition of the Works of Alexander
Hamilton is limited to six hundred signed and numbered sets."First edition (500 copies) in 9
vols., published 1885-86. "Bibliography of the 'Federalist'": v. 11, p. xxxi-xl.
Get to know America's most controversial Founding Father through his own public writings and
private letters A brash immigrant who rose to become George Washington’s right-hand man.
A fierce partisan whose nationalist vision made him Thomas Jefferson’s bitter rival. An
unfaithful husband whose commitment to personal honor brought his life to a tragic early end.
The amazing success of Lin-Manuel Miranda’s musical Hamilton has stoked an extraordinary
resurgence of interest in Alexander Hamilton, the brilliant and divisive founder who profoundly
shaped the American republic. Now, Library of America presents an unrivaled portrait of
Hamilton in his own words, charting his meteoric rise, his controversial tenure as treasury
secretary, and his scandalous final years—all culminating in his infamous duel with Aaron Burr.
Selected and introduced by acclaimed historian Joanne B. Freeman, The Essentail Hamilton is
a reader’s edition of the Founding Father's public writings and private letters, plus the
correspondence between Burr and Hamilton that led to their duel and two conflicting
eyewitness accounts of their fatal encounter.
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