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Traces the history of the Rastafarian movement, discussing the impact it has had on Jamaican
society, its successful expansion to North America, the British Isles, and Africa, its role as a
dominant cultural force in the world, and other related topics.
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Explorations in Classical Sociological Theory: Seeing the Social World, Second Edition is an
undergraduate sociological theory textbook that introduces the student to the major classical
theorists, including Marx, Spencer, Durkheim, Weber, Simmel, Mead, Schutz, Gilman, and Du
Bois. The theorists were chosen for the diversity of their perspectives as well as their ability to
introduce the student to contemporary theory. Kenneth Allan uses a lively informative writing
style to engage the students in the eras of social change that spawned the major sociological
theories and then applies them to the current era, which also is experiencing major social
change. Features and benefits: · The book includes a glossary of terms. Each of the theorist’s
important concepts are highlighted in the text and clear definitions provided in the glossary.
This feature is particularly important because theory is made up of terms and concepts and
without the use of a glossary, it is very easy for the undergraduate theory student to lose track
of the terms and meanings. · While the book is organized primarily around the individual
theorist’s perspective, a categorical scheme is also provided so the student can roughly
Page 1/7

File Type PDF Masters Of Sociological Thought Ideas In Historical And
Social Context Lewis A Coser
situate the theorists and decide for themselves some of sociology’s big questions. The
scheme provided in the book is not the one usually used by textbooks. The more commonly
used scheme (conflict, functional, interaction) hides some really important questions that the
student needs to consider (for example, is society an object or does it exist only through
interpretations?). · The book provides an appendix with complete definitions of most of
sociology’s major "perspectives" e.g., critical theory (including feminism, race, and queer
theory, postmodernism, and so on), exchange theory, rational choice theory, dramaturgy,
ethnomethodology, structuration, network theory, ecological theory, social phenomenology,
and so on. · The book introduces the power and poetry of theory by extensive use of original
source material from the theorists writings.
This book endeavours to bring the sociology of Elias to a new and wider audience through
offering accessible explanations of some of his key ideas.
This book is a masterful account of the social science enterprise by one of its most
accomplished practitioners. Moving from the origins of systematic knowledge in ancient
Greece to the present day, Donald Levine offers a richly detailed, ingeniously organized
introduction to the cornerstone works of Western social thought.
A rich source of ideas about sociological research methods to assist the researcher in
determining what method will provide the most reliable and useful knowledge, how to choose
between different methodologies, and what constitutes the most fruitful relationship between
sociological theories and research methods.
Introducing the founders of sociological theory – from Marx, Weber, Durkheim and Martineau
through to Simmel, DuBois, Mead and others – this accessible textbook locates each thinker
within their own social, political and historical context. By doing so, it helps readers to
understand the development of central sociological concepts and how they can help us
understand the contemporary world. The book includes: Lively biographical sections to help
readers get to know each thinker Clear and easy-to-understand accounts of each theorist’s
arguments - and the most common criticisms Key concept boxes highlighting the most
influential ideas This comprehensive, enlightening text brings the rich and diverse field of
classical sociological theory to life.
"This book provides an in-depth analysis of attrition modeling relevant to business planning
and management, offering insightful and detailed explanation of best practices, tools, and
theory surrounding churn prediction and the integration of analytic tools"--Provided by
publisher.
Capitalism and Classical Social Theory, Second Edition offers solid coverage of the classical
triumvirate (Marx, Durkheim, and Weber), but also extends the canon strategically to include
Simmel, four early female theorists, and the writings of Du Bois.
This third, supplemental volume continues the approach of the original two volumes of the
Encyclopedia of Catholic Social Thought, Social Science, and Social Policy that were
published in 2007. First, the volume includes entries that explore Catholic social thought at its
broadest, most theoretical level. Second, the volume includes entries that discuss recent social
science research that bears on issues important to Catholic social thought. Third, the volume
includes entries discussing specific issues of social policy that have become increasingly
important in recent years.
Introduces readers to the most important thinkers and schools of thought in contemporary
sociological theory – from Parsons and Merton to the Frankfurt School to Foucault, Bourdieu,
Giddens and Hochschild - locating each thinker within their own social, political and historical
context and helping readers use these ideas to understand the contemporary world.
"Originally published in 1963 by The Free Press of Glencoe."
This Handbook provides the hidden common threads that tie sociological inquiry together and
featuring eminent scholars, it separates itself from its predecessors in substance and
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organization. Rather than rehashing old debates or longingly gazing at the past, this book
presents sociologists with new ways of conceptualizing the organization and presentation of
sociological theory. At the heart of this Handbook’s vision is the twin goals of making theory a
viable enterprise by reconceptualizing how we teach theory and keeping theory closely tied to
its empirical applications. Three strategies are offered: (1) Elucidating how classic issues like
integration or interaction are interrogated today; (2) Presenting a coherent vision of the social
levels of reality that theorists work on such as communities, groups, and the self as well as
how the coherence of these levels speaks to the macro-micro link; and, (3) Theorizing the
social world rather than celebrating theorists or theories; that is, one can look at how theory is
used holistically to understand the constraints the social world places on our lived experience
or the dynamics of social change. Hence, in the second decade of the 21st century, it has
become clear that sociology is at a crossroads as the number of theorists and amount of
theory available is increasingly unmanageable and unknowable by the vast majority of
professionals and students. As such, this Handbook of Contemporary Sociological Theory
presents the novice and the expert with the a roadmap for traversing this crossroad and
building a more coherent, robust, and cumulative sociology.
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Organized around the discourses of modernity, democracy, and citizenship, A Primer in
Social and Sociological Theory: Toward a Sociology of Citizenship helps readers to
develop skills in critical thinking and theory analysis as they explore nine central ideas
of thought: modernity, society, self, religion, capitalism, power, gender, race, and
globalization. Each chapter concludes with a section that discusses the craft of
citizenship as it relates to the chapter content.
This comprehensive survey and assessment of sociological theories of the relations
between societies and their 'natural' biophysical environment touches on and
addresses virtually all of the major perspectives, focal points, and debates in
environmental sociology today. At the same time, the book aims to go beyond an
inventory of environmental sociological theory by stressing how new ground can be
broken in the articulation of environmental sociology with major classical and
contemporary sociological theories.
Using theory, research evidence and experiential knowledge is a critical component of
good social work. This unique text is designed to help social work students and
practitioners to integrate theorizing into practice, demonstrating how to search for,
select and translate academic knowledge for practical use in helping people improve
their lives and environments. Presenting 32 core skills, Skills for Using Theory in Social
Work provides a conceptual foundation, a vocabulary, and a set of skills to aid
competent social work theorizing. Each chapter outlines the knowledge and action
components of the skill and its relationship to core practice behaviours, along with
learning and reflection activities. The lessons are divided into four parts: Section one
discusses foundational material, including self-identification as a theorist-practitioner,
the deliberate use of the term theory, and a social work approach to the selection of
knowledge. Section two focuses on the adept use of theorizing skills. It covers
identifying assumptions, using concepts, formulating propositions, organizing theory
elements inductively or deductively, summarizing and displaying the elements of a
theory, gathering and organizing assessment information and communicating with
clients and colleagues about tentative theories. Section three includes lessons
preparing social workers for the construction of useful middle-range theories including
causal theories and interpretive theories and for testing and sharing these practical
theories. Section four presents skills to develop critical thinking about theoretical
knowledge. These include avoiding the misuse of theory, judging a theory using
scientific standards, judging a theory by professional standards, critiquing theory in its
cultural and historical context and making judgments about the likely long-term impact
of a theory. This key text will help readers to demonstrate their expertise in reflective,
competent, and theory-informed practice. It is suitable for all social work students and
practitioners, particularly those taking practice, theory and human behaviour in the
social environment courses.
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An authoritative and comprehensive survey of the major themes, thinkers, and
movements in modern European intellectual history.
In the Third Edition of Ken Allan's highly-praised Contemporary Social and Sociological
Theory book, sociological theories and theorists are explored using a straightforward
approach and conversational, jargon-free language. Filled with examples drawn from
everyday life, this edition highlights diversity in contemporary society, exploring theories
of race, gender, and sexuality that address some of today's most important social
concerns. Through this textbook students will learn to think theoretically and apply to
their own lives.

This volume represents a critical, issue-oriented approach to law and society,
emphasizing its important relationship to contemporary social problems. Various
empirical studies within the text explore the contradictory dynamics of class as
they relate to race and gender in both a national and global context, illustrating
the dialectical interplay between the state and social movements in the context of
the larger political economy.
Scholars in Media Studies increasingly take the view that our understanding of
the history of the discipline is deeply inadequate. It is now widely recognised that
a large number of important media analysts have simply been omitted from the
standard histories. This book aims to fill in some of the gaps by examining the
work of eleven neglected writers, each of whom has made a seminal contribution
to the analysis of the media but whose work rarely appears in student textbooks,
anthologies and readers. In keeping with the interdisciplinary ambitions of
contemporary Media Studies, the selected thinkers are drawn from a wide range
of historical periods and intellectual backgrounds. There are chapters on
sociologists, creative writers, cultural theorists, art critics, journalists and even
ancient Greek philosophers. The aims of the book are by no means purely
antiquarian. The contributors believe that a revival of interest in the work of their
chosen writers can go a long way towards revitalising Media Studies, especially
by (1) drawing attention to a variety of theoretical and methodological
approaches which have yet to be adequately exploited, (2) suggesting new areas
of research, and (3) transforming our understanding of the historical development
of Media Studies.
Disciplinary disobedience -- The seeds and fruit of thoreauvian thought -- Social
structure and the American individual -- "Progress," social development, and
social change -- Thoreau's social inquiry -- Thoreau as a model for "reimagining"
sociology.
What is the role of the social scientist in public affairs? How have changes in the
structure of the university system and the culture of academia reshaped the
opportunities and constraints facing contemporary scholars? The Social Scientist
as Public Intellectual addresses these and other questions by reviewing the ideas
of seminal thinkers in Europe and the United States, and relating their
conclusions to today's world. In this book, Charles Gattone examines the
analyses of Max Weber, Thorstein Veblen, Karl Mannheim, Joseph Schumpeter,
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C. Wright Mills, John Kenneth Galbraith, and Pierre Bourdieu, tracing their
perspectives through two World wars, the Cold War, and into the present.
Gattone situates the ideas of these authors in historical context, showing the
ways the realities of their time - fascism, totalitarianism, the rise of bureaucratic
institutions, and the expansion of industrial democracy - informed their
assessments regarding the place of the intellectual in the political realm. He
brings their work into the current context, addressing the difficulties involved in
bridging the gap between the ideas of scholarly inquiry and the practical realities
of politics, and examining the ways newer factors such as the mass media relate
to the character and trajectories of popular sentiment. Gattone argues that
although political and economic institutions continue to influence the course of
academic knowledge, opportunities remain for social scientists to act
independently and develop insight that can ultimately be of value to a wide
spectrum of the population in the modern order. Rather than follow the habit of
striving to satisfy the narrow demands of institutional supporters, Gattone
suggests that social scientists have the potential to approach their work from the
standpoint of a broader orientation, and address social issues as public
intellectuals.
First Published in 2015. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor &; Francis, an informa
company.
Interpreting Du Bois' thoughts on race and culture in a broadly philosophical
sense, this volume assembles original essays by some of today's leading
scholars in a critical dialogue on different important theoretical and practical
issues that concerned him throughout his long career: the conundrum of race, the
issue of gender equality, and the perplexities of pan-Africanism.
Continually praised for its conversational tone, personal examples, and helpful
pedagogical tools, the exciting Third Edition of Kenneth Allan's Explorations in
Classical Sociological Theory: Seeing the Social World has been reorganized
around the modern ideas of progress, knowledge, and democracy. With a
historical thread woven throughout the chapters, the book presents a diverse
selection of major classical theorists: marx, Spencer, Durkheim, Weber, Simmel,
Mead, Schutz, Martineau Gilman, Du Bois, and Parsons. Author Kenneth Allan
focuses on the specific views of each theorist, rather than schools of thought, and
highlights modernity and postmodernity to help readers understand how classical
theory applies to their lives.
The Blackwell Companion to Sociology of Religion is presented in three comprehensive parts.
Written by a range of outstanding academics, the volume explores the current status of the
sociology of religion, and how it might look in future. Explores the current status of the
sociology of religion, and how it might look at the beginning of the next millennium. Traces the
boundaries between sociology and other closely related disciplines, such as theology and
social anthropology. Edited by one of the best known and most widely respected sociologists
of religion Accessibly presented in three comprehensive parts.
Anthony Giddens has made original contributions to the fields of social theory, political
sociology, the sociology of stratifications & suicide. This set includes carefully selected
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secondary articles which bring out the scope of his work.
Text book, describing the ideas and life histories of Comte, Marx, Spencer, Durkheim, Simmel,
Weber, Veblen, Cooley, Mead, Park, Pareto and Mannheim.
Social Theory provides a sophisticated yet highly accessible introduction to classical and
contemporary social theories. The author’s concise presentation allows students and
instructors to focus on central themes. The text lets theorists speak for themselves, presenting
key passages from each theorist’s corpus, bringing theory to life. The approach allows
instructors the opportunity to help students learn to unpack sometimes complex prose, just as
it offers inroads to class discussion. Chapters on Addams and early feminism, on Habermas
and the Frankfurt School, on Foucault, and on globalization and social movements round out
contemporary coverage. The book presents and explains key theories, just as it provides an
introduction to central debates about them.
The inexpensive paperback edition of the textbook for an introductory course in sociology.
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